Pawtuckaway State Park
An Island of Wild Serenity in a Sea of Changing Landscapes in Rockingham County.
(Thursday 09/11/03, 3:28 PM, on the North shore of Round Pond, Pawtuckaway State Park)- I found myself perched on a sun drenched rock on the North shore of Round Pond. The surface of the water perfectly reflected the serene landscape of the Northern slopes of Middle and South Mountains hemming in the pond to the south. All was quiet, save for a gentle breeze that tickled the distant tree into bare murmur. I had glanced at my watch for the time but my eyes settled on the date 9/11. This too was a good place for me to reflect, for a few minutes, the events of two years ago. It allowed me to appreciate the beauty that lay before my eyes even more.

Pawtuckaway State Park is the second largest state park in Southeast New Hampshire with about 5,500 acres of permanently protected habitat. The “undeveloped” western section of the park is accessed by Reservation Road in Deerfield. This majority of the park consists of the remnants of an ancient volcano, forming North, Middle and South Mountains as well as Rocky Ridge. Numerous trails traverse these peaks affording grand views. It is a seemingly prehistoric area with a huge boulder field cascading down towards Round Pond. The Eastern boundary touches Pawtuckaway Lake where a campground offers a variety of outdoor pleasures.
 Pawtuckaway is in the county with by far the fastest human growth in the state. About 10,000 acres a year are developed in Rockingham County. Each acre devoured by humans makes this park, and the wildlife contained in it, ever more significant.
The vary nature of this unique park, with near 1,000 foot peaks to the north tumbling down ragged boulder strewn ridges to the lake at 250 feet in elevation, lends itself to a wide diversity of wildlife found in the park. In fact a recent study of Vermont and New Hampshire showed that this section of the two states had the greatest diversity of vertebrate wildlife. That’s critters with backbones. The animals almost anyone can recognize! Because of the elevation change, and forested landscape, beavers abound in the park with a pond tucked into nearly every nook. And where there’s a beaver pond, wildlife overflows into the surrounding woodlands. The immense size of the park and sun dappled South facing rock outcroppings have been favored by even the elusive bobcats. Deer, moose, bear, fisher and coyotes dodge one another amongst the ragged peaks as well. A drive into the campground will run you along Burnham Marsh where a great blue heron is likely to be seen gliding into a perch at the waters edge in search of a tasty fish or frog. A careful search of the roadside will show ample evidence of the turtles that laid eggs in the soft shoulder of the road. Only to have a raccoon or skunk feast on them leaving the white paper shells sprinkled at roadside. While you may not be lucky enough to actually catch a glimpse of all the wild and secretive creatures, a little detective work will give you plenty of evidence that they abound in the park. The fact is, for the most part, they are real good at playing hide-and-seek.
